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Diss ERTATION IV. 


CHRIST Entry into Jeruſalem. 


dd HE Circumſtances of this Piece 
of Scripture Hiſtory are well 
IA known, and not leſs to thoſe 
& who deſpiſe, than to thoſe who 
© SI receive the Goſpel. on 
My Intention is to conſider the Prophecy 
relating to this Fact, as it ſtands in Zecharigh, 
Chap. ix. ver. 9. And tho the Subject of this 
Diſſertation has no immediate Relation to the 
preceding Diſcourſes, yet it may not perhaps 
be improper to ſubjoin to them the Expliea- 
tion of a Paſſage, which is ſure always to find 
its way into every Converfation or Controver- - 
ſy upon the Subject of Prophecy. | +! | - 
There is indeed no Circumſtance relating 
to the Meſſiah that has given occaſion to more 
profane Wit and Ridicule than this now be- 
fore us. We reckon an Aſs to be a contem- 
A 2 ptible 
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ptible Creature; and a Man, eſpecially a Man 
of Character, riding upon an Aſs, to be a ri- 
diculous Figure. Theſe are Prejudices of 


our Time and Country. And when they, 


who look no further than to the Manners _ 


and Cuſtoms which are before them, examine 
this Part of ſacred Story by the Standard of 
modern Prejudices, they ſee, or think they 
ſee, ſomething quite inconſiſtent with the 
Gravity and Dignity of the Perſon pretending 
to be King of the Jeus, when Chriſt is repre- 
ſented entring in Triumph into NIN 
mounted on an Aſs. N 

But, contemptible as an Aſs, or a Man ri- 
ding on an Aſs, may be at preſent, from the 
beginning it was not ſo. In many Countries, 
and particularly in Fudea, Perſons of the 


higheſt Diſtinction were uſually ſo mounted, 


The Governors of Mael are deſcribed in the 


Song of Deborah as riding on white Aſſes (Judg. © 


v. 10.) And the Thirty Sons of Fair, who was 
| Judge and Prince over 1/ae! Twenty-two 
Years, are ſaid to ride on Thirty Aſſes (Fudg. 
x. 4.) And another Judge of 1/-ael is recorded 
to have had Forty Sons and Thirty Nephews 


that rode on Seventy Aſs Colts, (Fudg.xii. 14.) 


Were it at all neceſſary, it would be eaſy to 
confirm this Obſervation with many more 
Autho- 
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Authorities; but this Paſſage of Scripture will 
furniſh other Enquiries, en of a more ſe⸗ 
rious Conſideration. 

For, ſuppoſing it to 150 been an uſual 
thing to ride on an Aſs, how comes this uſual 
thing tobe mentioned in relation to the Meſſias 
as a Mark of Diſtinction? Might not the Pro- 
phet upon this Suppoſition as well have ſaid 
he ſhould come walking on foot ? And would 
he not have been as well known by one Cha- 
racer as by the other? Beſides, 

If you turn to the Book of Zechariah, where p 
this Prophecy is to be found, you will ſee the 
Perſon there deſcribed to be a King, à juſt 
King, and one having Salvation: And what 
is there in this Character of riding on the Fole 
of an Aſs that is peculiar to a King, to a juſt 
King, and to one who was to bring Salvation 
and Deliverance to his People? | 

If we look into the preſent, or into the an- 
tient World, we ſhall not- find reaſon to-ap- 
propriate this Character to Kings: Thoſe of 

Egypt, Aſſyria, and of other Nations Neigh- 
— to Fudea, rode in another manner: 
Much leſs ſhall we be able to find any Con- 
nexion between the Juſtice and Ability of a 
Prince to fave his People, and this Circum- 


er of xMding: on the Fole of an Aſs. 
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Since then this prophetical Character can 
never be accounted for by conſidering the 
State and Condition of Kings in general; 
there muſt needs have been ſomething very 
peculiar in the Circumſtances of a King of 
1jrael, on which the Propriety * chis Cha- 
racter is founded. 

I ſhall therefore endeavour to trace out this 
peculiar Circumſtance, and to ſet this Pro- 
phecy in a proper Light, which has been very 
greatly abuſed; and, perhaps, only becauſe it 
has been very little underſtood. ' | 

If we look into the Hiſtory of the Riſe and 


Fall of Nations, we ſhall generally find that 


their Proſperity and Succeſs have born ſome 
proportion to their Force and Power, and to 
the Conduct and Ability of their Leaders. 
But with the Jews, who from Slaves in Egypt, 
became a great and powerful People, the Caſe _ 


was not ſo. The beſt and greateſt of their 
Kings, and he who carried the'Empire to the 


greateſt height, has left us another Account 
of their Affairs. The People, ſays he, got 
not the Land in poſſeſſion by their own 
« Sword, neither did their own Arm fave 
e them: but thy right Hand and thine Arm, 
and the Light of thy Countenance, becauſe 
” _ hadſt a Favour unto them.” (P/al. 

xliv. 


22 

xliv. 3. When we read this, and ocher like 
Paſſages, we are apt to aſcribe them to the 
Piety and Devotion of the P/almift,and to look 
upon them only as Acknowledgments of 
God's general Providence in the Affairs of the 

World ; and this makes us apt to overlook, 
or not ſufficiently to attend ta the hiſtorical 

Truth which they contain. Tis true indeed, 
that all Succeſs may in a juſt Senſe be aſcribed 
to God; and that it is He, who giveth Victo- 
ry unto Kings: But yet He. ordinarily makes 
uſe of natural Means; and it is no Offence to 
his Providence, that Princes liſt their Thou- 
ſands of Horſe and Foot, to ſecure them- 
ſelves and their Dominions. Bur with the 
Fews it was otherwiſe : They were never ſo 
weak, as when they made themfelves ſtrong; 
never ſo certainly ruined, as when their Force 
was great enough to create in them a Confi- 
dence in themſelves. For God had taken the 
Defence of 1/rael upon Himſelf ; and when- 
ever the People took it out of his Hands, and 

placed it in their own, they were. ture to de 
undone. | 
Nay, ſo tender was God of his Ro in 
this reſpec, and ſo concerned to juſtify his 
Promiſe, to defend Iſcael, in the Eyes of the 
World, that he would not always permit 
| A 4 natu- 


AE | 
natural Cauſes to interfere in their Delive- 
rance, leſt the People ſhould grow doubtful 
to whom they ſhould aſcribe their Victories. 
When Gideon ſtood up to deliver the People 
from the Midianites, he raiſed an Army of 
Thirty two Thouſand Men: God refuſed to 
go forth with ſo great an Hoſt, and the Rea- 
ſon given for it, is this; The People that 
care with thee, are too many for me to give 
e the Midianites into their Hands, leſt 1/rael 
“ yaunt themſelves againſt me, ſaying, mine 
* own Hand hath ſaved me.” (Judg. vii. 2. 
Accordingly, the Thirty two Thouſand were 
reduced to Three Hundred, and by them the 
Hoſt of Midian was overthrown. 

To come nearer to our preſent Purpoſe. 
Fortheſamereaſonit was that God,would not 
permit the People to have Horſes and Chariots 
of War for their Defence; not becauſe they 
were thought uſeleſs in War, for, it is welt 
known that the Strength of the antient Mili- 
tia conſiſted chiefly in them, as appears in the 
Scripture Hiſtory, and in the oldeſt Writers 
of profane Story. Such was the Strength of 
Egypt, and ſuch the Force of the Aſyrians, 
and of the other Eaſtern Nations. And it is 
obſervable, that when God is introduced in 
the Book of Job, ſetting forth the great woe 
0 


58 [9] 
of the Creation, he deſcribes the Horſe as i 
made on purpoſe for the Day of Battel. Haſt 
« thou (ſays God) given the Horſe Strength? 
te haſt thou clothed his Neck with Thun- 
« der? 

« Canſt chou make him afraid as a Graſs- 
« hopper? The Glory of his Noſtrils is ter- 
te rible. 

« He paweth in the Valley, and ES 
« in his Strength; he goeth on to meet the 
« armed Men. 

He mocketh at Fear, and is not affright- 
* ed; neither turneth he back from the 
« Sword. 

The Quiver rattleth againſt him, the 
te plittering Spear and Shield. 

« He ſwalloweth the Ground with Fierce- 
< neſs and Rage; neither believeth he that ir 
« is the Sound of the Trumpet. 

« He faith among the Trumpets, Ha, ha; 
te and he ſmelleth the Bartel afar off, the 
* Thunder of the Captains, and the Shout- 

. 10 ings.” 

But this Courage, this Aptneſs for War i in 
Horſes, was the very reaſon why God would 
not ſuffer his People to make uſe of them far 

their Defence. He himſelf had undertaken 
their Cauſe, and he wanted neither Horſe nor 


| | Foot 
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Foot to fight his Battels. Of this he gave ſuf- 
ficient Proof in the firſt Inſtance of their De- 
liverance. When he brought them out of 
Egypt, they were a mere Croud of Women 
and Children, and of Men trained up in Sla- 
very, under hard and cruel Task-maſters, On 
the Egyptian's Side were the antient Sol- 
diery of the Kingdom, a mighty Power 
of Chariots and Horſes, led on by Princes, 
and by Nobles. And what was the Iffue ? 
The Strength of Egypt was deſtroy'd, and 
the People ſaved. And the Glory which 


God took to Himſelf in ſaving a weak People 
againſt the Strength of the Chariots and Hor- 


ſes of Phareah, is finely deſcribed in the Song 


of Moſes. 
« ] will fing unto the Lord, for he hath 


« triumphed gloriouſly ; the Horſe and his 


Rider hath he thrown into the Sea.” 


« The Lord is a Man of War; the Lord 
« is his Name, Pharoat's Chariots and his 
« Hoſt hath he caſt into the Sea.” 

It may be thought perhaps no Wonder 
that the People at this Time had neither Cha- 
riots nor Horſes ; for where ſhou'd they have 
them? They were themſelves but Slaves, 
and doubtleſs their Mafters were cautious 
enough not to put the Power of War into 


their Hands. Let us go on then, and ſee 


how 


= x LY 
how the Caſe ſtood afrerwards, when the 

People had an opportunity of furniſhing them» | 
ſelves with Horſes and Chariots; if it had been 
lawful for them ſoto do. After the Death of 
| Moſes, Joſhua was in Command over the 
People: His Victories over the Canaanites, ſo 
alarmed the neighbouring Princes, that with 
one Conſent they confederated againſt him, 
and brought together an incredible Multitude 
in Arms; and as it is particularly remarked, 
with Horſes and C hariots very many. Foſbua pre- 
vail'dagainſt them, and took all their Horſes and 
Chariots; and had an Opportunity of ſtrength- 
ning his Army with Cavalry. But obſerve the 
expreſs Command of God to him. Thou ſhalt 
hough, or hamſtring, their Horfes, and burn 
their Chariots with Fire, (Joſh. xi. 6.) Is this 


the common Practice of War? Do Princes 
who want Horſes to mount their own Tr 


uſe to deſtroy thoſe taken from the Enemy, 
or render them uſeleſs by hamſtringing them ? 
There can be no Foundation for the Com- 
mand to deſtroy the Horſes, bur this only, 
that it was not lawful for Jeſbua to keep 
them, for the Reaſon already given. 
I have laid theſe Obſervations together; to 
give Light to a general Precept of the Law, 
in which every Prince, who ſhould ſucceed 
| ro 
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to the Government of Irae/, was concerned; 
and upon which the true Interpretation of the 
Prophecy, now before us, does, as I con- 
ceive, depend. It is to be found in the 170 
of Deut. in theſe Words, © He (that is, who- 
ever ſhall be King of /-ael) ſhall not mul- 
e tiply Horſes to himſelf, nor cauſe the Peo- 
« ple to return to Egyyt, to the End that he 
« ſhould multiply Horſes,” If we conſider 
the Situation of Judea, how it was fur- 

rounded by Warlike Nations, who had ſtrong 
Armies both of Horſe and Foot; it will be 
impoſſible to juſtify this Law by the Meaſures 
of human Prudence: But the true Reaſon of 
the Law is expreſs'd in the 20th of Deut. 
* When thou goeſt out to Battel againſt thine 
% Enemies, and ſeeſt Horſes and Chariors, 
and a People more than thou, be not afraid 
be of them: for the Lord thy God is with thee, 
* which brought thee out of the Land of 
« Egypt.” When God forbad his People the 
uſe of Horſes and Chariots, he promiſed that 
He would be to them inſtead of Horſes and 
Chariots. This Law therefore was to be a 
ſtanding Trial of Prince and People, whether 
they had Truſt and Confidence in God their 
Deliverer. In this View there is Senſe in the- 


e ; for he who gave it, knew how to re- 
medy 


[13] 
remedy the Inconveniencies which naturally 
attended it. In any other View it is-unac- 
countable ; and if weighed in the Scales of 
worldly Politicks, ridiculous and abſurd. 

The next Thing to be conſidered is, what 
Effect this Law produced, and what Influ- 
ence the Obedience or Diſobedience of the 
Princes to this Law, had upon the Affairs of 


Ijrael. 
It is evident from the Jeuiſh Hiſtory, that 


this Law was obſerved for near Four Hundred 
Years, to the End of David's Reign, and in 
part of Solomon s. That Jeſbua had no Cha- 
riots or Horſes in his Army, has been already 
obſerved: when Deborah and Barak delivered 
Iſrael from Siſera, who had Nine Hundred 
Chariots of Iron. (Fuag. v. 15.) It is expreſly 
ſaid in the Text, That Barak was ſent on Foot 
into the Valley. And in this manner did 
the antient Judges of 1/-ae/ wage War, who 
were raiſed up from time to time by God 
to deliver his People. And in this manner, 
David, who extended his Empire from Egypt 
to Syria, and Eaſtwards as far as Euphrates, 
in this manner did he wage War; not for want 
of Chariots and Horſes, for he took from Ha. 
| dadezar, Son to the King of Zobab, in one 
Day a Thouſand Chariots, and Seyen Hundred 
| Horſe- 
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* Horſemen ; but he houghed all the Chariot. 
| | Horſes, reſerving of them only for an Hundred 
| Chariots, (2 Sam. viii. 4.) When he had ta- 


| I | | ken a Thouſand Chariots, with their Horſes, 
1 and deſtroy'd Nine out of Ten, it is evident 
| 1! he had no thought of raifing a Military Force 
I {1 of this kind; probably he retained them 


for his State, and might do it lawfully, with- 
out incurring the Guilt of multiplying Horſes, 
which are the Terms in which the Law is. 
conceived, Certain it is, he made no uſe of 
them in War; and ſo far he complied with 
the true Senls and Spirit of the Law. What 
uſe he made of them, is no where ſaid: But 

W when Ab/alom aimed at the Crown, he prepar- 

fl ed Chariots and Horſes, and Fifty Men to run 

li before him, (2 Sam. xv. 1.) which was plainly 

affecting che Pomp and State of a King; and 

14 yet in the Day of Battel, we find him mount- 

| ed on a Mule, the Colt of an Aſs. And if 
we may judge what the King did, by ſeeing 
what this Rival of the Crown affected to do, 
it is plain David's Hundred Chariots were 
uſed for State inPeace, and not for Strengthin 

War. And in this Senſe, I conceive, we 
are to underſtand a Paſſage in Feremah, 
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[15] | 
if they prove obedient, there ſhould enter into , 
the Gates of the City Kings and Princes, f- 
ting on the Throne of David, riding in Charts," 
and on Horſes, Jer. xvii. 25. which is plainly; 
Deiner of a State of Peace and Securi- 

ty; (compare Ver. 25.) and taken in any other: 
— it muſt ſtand in Contradiction to: che 
Law in Deut. and many other Texts of Serip- 

ture . But to go on, . 

Ir is very much to be remarked, chat du- 
ring this Period, (i. e. from the coming out of 
Egypt to the End of David's Reign) the Peo- 
ple of 1/rael never ſuffered for want of Force 
and Strength in War; they were often pu- 
niſhed, as they often deſerved it, for their 
Idolatry ; but whenever they repented and 
turned to God, their Deliverance did not 
wait for want of Forces. Troops few in Num- 
ber, and ſeemingly unfit for Action, ſuppart- 
ed neither by Chariots nor by Horſemen, pro- 
ved an Overmatch for Royal Armies. This 
may be verify d in the Inſtances of Gideon; 
Baruch, fephtha and Samuel, and of all others 
called forth by God to ſave his Peqple. : 

„Ir the och, and following Chapters of Zecheriebxe\ in- 
deed, (as Me, Mode and other learned think) part of thy pro- 
phecy of Jeremiah, this Diſtinction will be neceſſary to ro- 


concile this Paſſage, Fer. xvii. 25. — EEG 
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During this Period alſo it wis that als 


Kingdom of Iſrael was carried to its utmoſt 
Height by David. He held the Kings about 


him, how gallantly ſoever they and their 
Troops were mounted, under Tribute 'and 
Subjection, tho' he himſelf rode on a Mule, 


and provided no better Equipage for his Son 


on his Coronation- Day. Cauſe, ſays David, 


« Solomon my Son to ride upon mine own Mule, 
* andbring him down to Gibon, and let Zadocł 


the Prieſtand Nathan the Prophet anoint him 
te there King over Jrael (1 Kings i. 33, 34 


When David looked back and contemplated | 
on this State of Things, he might well Os | 


Some truſt in Chariots, and ſome in Horſes, but 
we will remember the Name of th# Lord our 
God, Pſal. xx. 7. 


In the Reign of Solomon Things quickly 


changed. He marry'd the Daughter of the 


next News we hear of him is, That he had 
« Forty Thouſand Stalls of Horſes for his 


King of Egypt, and opened a Commerce be- 
tween that Country and his own ; and the 


« Chariots, and Twelve Thouſand Horſe- © 


„ men” (1 Kings iv. 26.) They who ſucceed- 


ed him followed his Example; and from his 


Time the Kings of Judah and Tfrael had, 


whenever they were able to keep them, a 


Strength of Chariots and Horſemen, 


"ts ry 4 „ 
Les us fee now what they got by Ws 
Shange. Solomon came to a Kingdom firtnly, 
abliſhed, the Princes round him were tris . 
to him, and thoſe at a diſtance feared 
and admired him; but Troubles ſoon over- 
took him, the Edojmite on one fide, the King 
df Dawes on the other, inſulted him; nor 
he able with all his new Forces to you 
theſe upſtart Enemies. | 

But the moſt remarkable Event, and which 
ſeems deſigned by Providence to humble the 
Pride of 1/ael, was, the Diviſion of the King- 
dom upon the Death of Solomon ; which pro- 
duced a War of many Years Continuance be- 
tween 1/racl and Judab, in which their For- 
ces were employed with various Succeſs in 
weakening and deſtroying each other. Du= | 
ring this Time the King of Egypt, the Coun- 
try which had furniſhed Solbmon with all his 
Horſes, game up againſt Jeruſalem, and took 
it, and carry d away all the Treaſures of the 
Temple and of the Royal Palace; which had 
been long gathering by David and Solanum: 
1 Reboboam, the Son of Solomon, became Ser- 
vant to the King of Bene, (2 Chron, xii. 8, 99 
Thus did Solomon and his Houſe proſper with . 
their great Strength of Chariots and Horſes. * 
3 we _ from en Time date * 
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| of Hrael; the two Kingdoms'were ſo weak- 
ened by their internal War, that they were 
unable to defend themſelves againſt. their 
Neighbours; and became Servants by Turns, 
- ſometimes to the Kings of Egypt, ſometimes 


to the Kings of Aſyria and Babylon; till after 
many and great Diſtreſſes they were carried 
into Captivity, the People of Tel into 55 
r1a, and Judab into Babylon. © © 
During this Period we find that God had 
not utterly forſaken his People; but often- 
times gave them very ſignal Deliverances. But 
it is to be obſerved, that theſe Deliverances 
were not effected by their great Forces, but 
by the Interpoſition of God, when their Con- 


their own Strength, and were willing to rely 
on God. Thus was Hezekiah delivered at a 
time when he was ſo weak, that the Afyrians 
inſolently offered him Two thouſand Horſe, 
if he on his Part were able to ſer Riders upon 
them, (2 Kings xviii. 23.) The Caſe will gene- 
rally be found the ſame in other Inſtances. 
By this ſhort Account it appears that Das 


vid was the laſt of the Rulers over Tae! who 


obſerv'd the Law againſt multiplying Horſes; 


and he was the laſt alſo who can be pretended 
to have been a Deliverer of the People. This 


Truth 


0c. 
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e s 
to the Hebreus, Who when he reckons up 
antient Worthies of his Country who woted 
in God, and by Faith ſubdued Kingdoms, 
&« who'our of Weakneſs wete made ſtrong, 
« and waxed valiant in Fight, and turned to 
« Flight, the Armies of the Aliens, ſhuts up 
his Catalog with David, as being the laſt 
to whom theſe Characters eduld be applied, 
and aftet whom there aroſe none like to him 
ro fave the People of Macl. 
But it may be asked Perce. Were hd 
King of Judab and I/feet puniſhed for ha- 
g Charivts and Hotſes in their Armies ? 
pus not the Scripture charge them with 
Idolatry,” and many other Crimes, which 
brought oh their Ruin! N doubt thete were 
many otfiet Crimes, and Sf a deeper dye, for 
which theſeKinys and their People were pu- 
niſhed; but the trde (Weſtion i Was it a 
Crime at all to mildply 1 Horſes and Chariots? 
The ſhofteſt Anfiver to this Queſtion, will 
be to exainine what Accbunt their o Pro- 
phets have givett of the Cauſes of their Rh: 
Tſaiab tiger the Reign of fbut Kin $ of 
Fudab, and prophefied'of the C | 
his ſecond Chapter, he this recounts the \Ya 
Wis People; N be teplenithed ftom 
| B 2 the 
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« tines, and they pleaſe themſelves in the 
«© Children of . their Land alſo is 
« full of Silver and Gold, neither isthereany 
e End of their Treaſures: Their Land alſo is 
« full of Horſes, neither is there any End of 
« their Chariots.” _. 

So again, Chap. xxxi. « Wo to chew chat 
* go down to Egypt for Help, and ſtay on 
« Horſes, and truſt in Chariots, becauſe they 
« are many; and in Horſemen, becauſe they 
« are very ſtrong, but they look not unto the 
holy One of 1/rael, neither ſeek the Lord. 

The Prophet Hoſea lived under the 
Kings that 1/aiah did, and foreſaw the Miſe: 
ries coming upon his Country; he exhorts | 
the People to Repentance, and has put a ſhort 
Form of Conſeſſion into their Mouths; the 
two great Articles of it are theſe —— © We 
vill not ride upon Horſes, neither will Wwe 
e ſay any more to the Work of our 
+ Ye are our Gods” (Chop. xiv. 3. 8 

Conſider now what is the Guilt of having 


a Country full of Horſes: Moral Evil ſurely 
there is none in it; and to 


charge all Princes 
with Iniquity who have a Strength of Horſes 


in their Armies, and to transfer to them che 
Crimes charg d on this Account on the Kingy 
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of Judab and TI ael, would be intolerable 
Abuſe of che Phraſe and Language of Scri- 
But the Kings of 1 ael were exalted 
to the Throne on . that they ſhould 
renounce the Aſſiſtance of Horſes and Horſe- 
men, and depend on God for Succeſs in the 
Day of Battel. 

Having ſeen then what the Law, and the 
Prophets, and the Experience of many Ages 
had taught the Fews to think of their Princes, 
and their martial Preparations ; let us look 
back to the Prophecy relating to the Meſſias, 
Zech. ix. 9. The Words are theſe ; © Rejoice 
« oreatly, O Daughter of Zion; ſhout, O 
Daughter of Feruſalem : behold thy King 
« cometh unto thee: he is juſt, and having 
* Salvation, lowly, and riding upon an Aſs, 
* and upon a Colt the Fole of an Afs. | 


« And I will cut off the Chariot from. 


« Ephraim, and the Horſe from Jeruſale 
' You ſee here that the King foretold wha 
fave the People. Conſider then what ſort of 


King was to be expected: Is it poſſible to 


imagine that God would ſend a King to ſave 
them, who ſhould be like the Kings who had 
undone them? Is it not more reaſonable to 
imagine he ſhould reſemble thoſe who had 


indeed been Deliverers of their Country ? 


B 3 Kings . 


| Chariots and Horſes that came againſt 


[ 22]. 
Kings who feared God, and thereof feared 
no Enemy; who, tho' mounted on Aſſes, and 


Colts the Foles of Aſſes, were able to put to 


flight the Thouſands and Ten Thouſands of 
tbem:? 
The King foretold by the Prophet was 
moreover to be juſt, meck, and lowly; but 
how could he have deſerved this Character, 
had he appeared in the Pomp and Pride of 
War, ſurrounded with Horſes and Chariots, | 
in dire& Oppoſition to the Law of God? Or 
as he was to bring Salvation to the People, 
could he make uſe of thoſe Means Which 


God never had proſpered, and which he had 


ſufficiently declared he never would! 
Vou ſee then how eſſential it was to the 
Character of a King of 1/ael, who was to be 
juſt, and lowly, and to bring Salvation with 
him, that he ſhould come riding on an Aſs, 
and a Colt the Fole of an Aſs. But if any 
Doubt can yet remain, let the Prophet him- 
ſelf explain it, who, immediately after his 
Deſcription of the promiſed King, — — «And 
% TI will cut off the Chariot from Epbraim, and 
te the Horſe from Jeruſalem ;” plainly ſhew- 
ing, that the Character given of the Meſſias, 
that he ſhould ride on an Aſs, was in oppo- 
ſition to the Pride of their warlike Kings 
wag 


[ 23 J | 
who by their great Strength in Chariots and. 
Horſes had ruined themſelves _ their Peg 


To the ſame 8 ſpeaks the e 
Hoſea : I will have Mercy upon the Houſe of 
Fudah, and will ſave them by the Lord their 
God, and will not. ſave them by Bow, nor by 
Sword, nor by Battel, by Horſes, nor by Hor ſe- 
men, i. 7. Thus alſo the Prophet Micab pro- 
miſed Deliverance to the Remnant of Jacob, 
* and then adds, And it ſball come to paſs in that 
r Day, ſaith the Lord, that I will cut off thy 
85 Horſes out of the midſt of thee, and I wi de- 
ih ey thy Chariots; and Jil cat off the Cities 
ad Wl of thy Land, and throw: dbun all the frag 

Holds, v. 10, 11. Some Commentators have 


he laboured 'to reconcile theſe 'Things, imagi- 
be ning, that there is a great Contradiction, in 
th promiſing to /ave the People, and at the ſame 
ſs, time to cut off their Forces, and throw down 
their ſtrong Holds: But the true Senſe is, 
that the Salvation ſhould be ſo perfect and 
compleat, that they ſhould want neither theſe 
Forces nor their ſtrong Holds, for God would 
be to them Ae of A and forcified 
Towns. 

- Theſe Paſſages eh perde 
lighten each other, and ſhew undenia * 
Pas” 1 B 4 IPA 
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the Prophet had in view when he foreteld 


that the "Mefias ſhould ride on an Aſs. 
And what is there in all this to make Sport 
for Unbelievers? Has it appeared to be a mere 


rrifling Circumſtance in the Character of a 
King of I/-ael, whether he had Chariots and 


Horſes of War or no? Or was it any Re- 
proach to Chriſt to ride into Feruſalem on the 
Fole of an Aſs, when David,' the greateſt 
of his Anceſtors, and Solomon the wiſeſt, as 
long as he was wiſe, rode in the ſame man- 
ner? Can the Jeus object to this Circum- 
ſtance, and yet talk of the Glories of David, 
and the Magnificence of Solamon, who in the 
midſt of all their Glory and Magnificence did 
the very ſame thing? Or can they ſtumble at 
this Character of the Meſſias, without for- 


getting by what Princes their Anceſtors were 


ſaved, and by what undone ? 

From this general Account of the Affair of 
the Kings of Iſrael, and the particular Cir- 
cumſtances they were under in regard to their 


own Law, there ariſe ſome Reflexions, which 


may be properly here mentioned. As firſt : 

The Law given to the Kings of Iſrael, conſi- 
dered together with the Hiſtory of that Na- 
tion, forms a very ſtrong Preſumption for the 
divine Original of the Law of Mz ofes, For ſup- 


poſing 


11 
poſing Moſts to be a mere human Legilatot, 
like Solon or Lycurgus, what could tempt him 
wo forbid che Princes of his Country the Us 
of Horſes and Chariots for their Defenſe? 


Should ſuch a Law be propoſed for France or 


Germany at this Day, what would the World 
think of it? Or ſuppoſing this Law to be his 
own Contrivance, how comes it to paſs that 
the Event and Succeſs of Things thro' many 
Ages does ſo exactly correſpond to the Law? 
That the Princes proſpered, and extended 
their Dominion over great Countries, when 
they had neither Chariots nor Horſes ; and 
were ruined and undone when they ' were 
ſtrong in theſe Forces? Can it be ſuppoſed 
that the Hiſtory of many Ages, and which 
relates the Affairs not only of the Princes of 
fael, but of other contemporary Kings, is 
all forged, and merely to ſhew an Agreement 
between the Hiſtory and this particular Law? 
Or how ſhall we account for the Conduct of 
the Prophets, who ſaw the People ruined, 
and inficad of a eee e Wick Cow- 
ardice, and a Neglect of their neceſſary De- 
fenſe, Things which uſually uſher in ſuch 
Misfortunes , reproach them with having 
been too oP too 8 in Horſes 
| Theſs 


ture of David's Crime in numbering 
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Enemies, and ſeeſt Horſes and Chariots, 


Aſſiſtance either of Horſe or Foot to execute 
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Theſe Appearances can never be account-. 
ed for by any human Contrivance, and they 
plainly ſhew that the Hand of God was in 
this thing from the beginning to the end. 
| 2dly, We may from hence collect the Na- 
the Peo- 
ple of 1/-ael. Had he acted in the true Spi- 


rit of a King of 1/rae/, he would have been 


leſs ſollicitous about the N umber of his For- 
ces, and would have truſted God with the 
Work which God had undertaken, and which 
he had conſtantly, and in David's Caſe in a 
very particular manner, diſcharged with Fi- 
delity. Read the Promiſe in the Law 
When thou goeſt to battel againſt thine 


« and a People more than thou, be not afraid 


of them, for the Lord thy God is with 


« thee.” And conſider, what but Diſtruſt in 
God could tempt David to number his För- 
ces? Happy had it been for him and the Peo- 
ple had he then reflected, that God takerh na 
Pleaſure in the Strength of an Horſe, neither. 
delighteth he in any Man's Legs, He ought to 
have remember'd, what his own Experience 

had taught him, that God wanted not the 


tho Ae of his Providence, 
| 1 345. 
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3d, It may be a Doubt whether King 
gab was not guilty of the fame” Fault in 
his warlike Preparations againſt che King of 

Joſab has ſo godd a Character in 
age both Fews and Chriſtians have 
been at a loſs to account for the unfortunate 
End he came to, being {lain in Battel againſt 
the King of Egypt. The learned Dr. Prideaux 
has juſtified his Conduct in oppoſing the Paſ- 
ſage of the King of Egypt, becauſe it was a 
Service due to the King of Mhria, to whom 
Joſiab was a Vaſlal : Be it ſo; yet bis Duty to 
the King of Aria could not diſſolve his 
Dependance on an higher Maſter: He went 
to war as a Vaſſal of the King of Aſyria, but 
did he ask Counſel of God as King of Judab? 
Or was he attended to the War with ſuch 
Forces only as the Kings of Judab might 
lawfully uſe? That he had Chariots and 
Horſemen, appears plainly from the Account 
of his Death, 2 Chron. xxxv. 24. for he was 


wounded in one Chariot, removed into ano- 
ther to be carried off, and tis very probable 
that there were Chariots and Horſemen ma- 


ny in his Army, ſince there appears no Scru- 
ple in him upon this Head. That this was 
the true, or the only Cauſe of his Misfortune, 


1 dare not affirm, for I have no expreſs Au- 
400 4. 


thority 


l 


Law of his God had forbid him to truſt to, 
and which had often proved a Strength fatal 
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